An old-fashioned game of chance
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From the first official account of gambling recorded in China nearly
4,000 years ago it’s been a long and complicated evolutionary
journey to the glitz of the modern casino. Along the way the British
have played their part, notably in the 18th century with what was
originally known as ‘the gentleman’s club’ - discreet, high class
gaming establishments for men of substance.

The original London gentlemen’s clubs such as White’s and
Boodles were very aristocratic and provided a private environment
for gambling, which at the time was illegal outside ‘members only’
establishments. These clubs prided themselves on being bastions of
discretion; what went on within their walls stayed within their walls.

A small but exclusive group of the original gentlemen’s clubs
survives today, mostly in the St James’s area, still known as clubland,
which lies at the heart of that part of London that, with its shops,
restaurants, hotels and other amenities, has become the natural
meeting place (and increasingly the home) of the world’s richest
people. These clubs are, as they always have been, extravagant and
exclusive, but while they still attract the European aristocracy, their
tables are now shared by an international elite, drawn from widely
varying cultures and backgrounds to the hushed air of service and
discretion that typifies the London private members club.

And as gambling has regained popularity, aided by more permissive
changes in the law, several new private casinos have opened up,
following the traditions of their 18th century pioneers in providing
an environment of exclusivity and style for an international
clientele seeking a taste of the inner sanctum of London’s
aristocratic past.

A visit to one of London’s elite private members clubs is part of The Aristocrat
experience provided by luxury travel company The Great British Experience,
which specialises in providing Chinese visitors with an exclusive taste of London.
Prices start from £6,000 per person

The Great British Experience; +44 020 7754 0377; gbec.co.uk
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